wide spacing, 13% of the pruned trees had live limbs. Branches observed probably developed following thinning prior to the twelfth year rather than immediately after pruning. DISCUSSION 
RESULTS
The new site index equation generalized for any base age is S• = H {10 -2'9•93ø-"2 -^-'"')} In the development of the site index curves, five mathematical models were entertained as possible candidates for the site index guide curve. These models are defined in Table 2 . Their parameter estimates were calculated with the BMDP3R Nonlinear Regression computer program (Dixon 1981). All models appeared to give similar fits within the range of the data as a graphical analysis 
